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            The Borghardt Law Firm has been on the move,

both in the community and in the courtroom. This

month's newsletter discusses the lessons we encounter

in our daily lives, and how thankful we are for all the

opportunities we are given.  We have also provided

updates on what we have coming up on the horizon. In

our next newsletter, we will be giving you some

traditions from our family to yours. 

           As always, we look forward to serving the Baton

Rouge community by lawyering by example. Contact us

today!  

 Franz. N Borghardt  
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Lessons from the Lawyer "Dawg"
Case

                There are lessons to be learned from the case of Warren

Demesme. You’ve heard about the case? It’s made national news. It’s the

“Lawyer, Dawg” case. Or is it “Lawyer Dog”? It is a Louisiana case that

recently received national attention because of the concurring opinion

written by Justice Scott Crichton. The case, which the Louisiana Supreme

Court denied writs on, involved an interrogation where the defendant

said, “why don’t you just give me a lawyer dog.” Of course, Demesme

might have actually been saying, “why don’t you just give me a lawyer,

dawg.” Regardless, the Louisiana Supreme Court allowed the confession

made during the interrogation, and Justice Crichton stated that

essentially Demesme’s request wasn’t clear enough and was ambiguous.

The court’s writ denial and Crichton’s concurring opinion make plain that

in the state of Louisiana, “lawyer dog” isn’t good enough to truly invoke

that sacrosanct Miranda right to have an attorney present during a

custodial interrogation. 

                 What should we take away from this case and this opinion? If you

are being interrogated you must clearly and plainly state, “I want an

attorney now, and I don’t want to answer any more questions.” In fact,

you would do well, based on the decision by the United States Supreme

Court in Salinas v. Texas, to clearly say, “I am invoking my Fifth

Amendment right against self-incrimination.” In Salinas, the court held

that remaining silent and keeping your mouth shut can be held against

you unless you clearly state that you are invoking your “right against self-

incrimination” and then remain silent.  Also, your request for a lawyer or

your lawyer needs to be clear and not “I think I might need a lawyer.”

Anything less might not trigger constitutional rights in the state of

Louisiana. 

                 My advice: I have always advised my clients to only answer

questions asked by the police with a lawyer present. It doesn’t make you

look guilty to invoke a constitutionally protected right. Stop everything

and ask to have your lawyer present immediately. “I want my lawyer

present, and I am not answering any questions until my lawyer is

present.” 

                I would also invoke my constitutional right against self-

incrimination.” If faced with this situation, do not hesitate to contact my

office for immediate representation. 
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“ 

                You never really understand a person until you consider things from his

point of view…until you climb in his skin and walk around in it.”- Atticus Finch 

                I have been thinking a lot recently about the idea of walking in someone

else’s shoes. It’s the best fatherly advice Atticus gives to Scout in “To Kill A

Mockingbird.” It’s easier said than done. It’s difficult sometimes to “walk around

in someone else’s shoes.” As a lawyer, it is often my job to communicate my

client’s story. It is often my job to help the world understand who my client

—who they are, where they come from, and where they want to go. A lawyer’s

ability to tell a client’s story is very much related to understanding what it

means to be in their shoes and the shoes of the audience. 

                On October 19, 2017, I had an opportunity to walk in someone else’s

shoes. Literally. I participated in a charity fundraiser entitled, “Hunks in Heels”.

The event benefited the Sexual Trauma Awareness and Response organization.

Hunks in Heels is a wonderful awareness event that shows sexual violence does

not just affect women, it also affects the men who care about them, their

families, their friends, their coworkers, and the communities. The “hunks” all

wear heels designed and decorated by artists and perform on stage to help raise

awareness and money for charity. It allows them to “walk in someone else’s

shoes,” if only for a brief three-minute performance—and I assure you that when

you are on stage, three minutes is anything but brief.

               Walking in heels was painful but very fulfilling. Sometimes

understanding a client and sharing their story to others is painful. It is always

fulfilling. Being able to do as Atticus suggested makes our clients “real people”

both to the courts and to individuals we advocate their cases to. It is the

foundation of understanding someone else’s point of view. I am very grateful for

a brief evening of getting to literally walk in someone else’s shoes. 

HUNKS IN HEELS: EXPERIENCE
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Assembly Required: Masters of Story 

          Attorney Franz N. Borghardt had the pleasure of attending 

Assembly Required: Masters of the Story. He listened and learned 

from a poet talking about Prince (Chancelier Xero Skidmore), a 

cartoonist about "going viral", the producer of The Defiant Ones 

discusing her "why" and the creative thinker of the world of Epcot at 

Disneyworld. The Borghardt Law Firm is ready to tell your story. 

40 under 40: Greater Baton Rouge Business Report 

          Congratulations to Attorney Franz N. Borghardt for being 

named one of the Greater Baton Rouge Business Report 40 under 40! 

He is amongst some of the incredible men and women selected for 

this honor. 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 

LACDL DWI Seminar in Lafayette   

          Attorney Franz Borghardt taught a seminar on creative 

defenses in DWI / OUI cases for the LACDL DWI Seminar in Lafayette. 

The presentation emphasized the use of common sense arguments

in defending cases.

Graduate of the Barton Leadership Program 

         Attorney Franz N. Borghardt attended the last session for the 

Barton Leadership Program at the United Way where he met over 10 

local non profit organizations and agencies and learned about their 

mission and goals. The Borghardt Law Firm believes that community 

involvement is a critical part of lawyering by example. 

Taste of Technology 

         Attorney Franz N. Borghardt hosted and emceed "Taste of 

Technology Vol.I - Culinary Entrepreneurs." The microBREW event, 

presented by Geaux Rouge, highlights different effect of technology 

in the culinary world from the industry prospective of entrepreneurs, 

marketing individuals, and chefs. 
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Fun Facts about The Borghardt Law Firm: 
Did you know that Franz has a son, Fisher, 

that is 2 years old and loves dinosaurs?  

AREAS OF PRACTICE

Criminal Defense Litigation Civil Cases

Upcoming Events for The Borghardt Law Firm

Other Events: The Borghardt Law Firm participated

Baton Rouge Area Chamber 
December Luncheon:  

December 5th, 2017 at the 
East Baton Rouge Parish 

Library 

Belly Up with The Bar: 
Attorney Franz N. Borghardt served as one of the 8 judges for 

the annual Baton Rouge Bar Association Belly Up the Bar 
fundraiser. All proceeds benefit the Baton Rouge Bar 

Foundation’s award winning Youth Education programs such as 
Teen Court, High School Mock Trial competition, Law Day, 
Lawyer in the Classroom and the Junior Partners Academy. 

Tech Park Academy  
How Not to Land You & Your Drone in Hot Water 

December 14th, 2017 at the Louisiana Technology Park
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1. Shannon, my wife, for letting me chase my dreams and try my best to catch

them.  

2. Fisher, my son, for letting me share new things with him everyday.  

3. I am thankful for everyone that supports me in my endeavors and mentors me

through my journey.  

4. I am thankful for living in a place and time that allows me freedom. Freedom

to follow my calling through my law practice and freedom to better my city

through Geaux Rouge. 

5. I am thankful for close friends that keep me grounded and humbled by their

advice and support. 

6. I am thankful that my holidays can be spent with family and that we are

blessed such that we don’t have to worry about hunger. 

7. I am thankful for being able to spend my days meeting new people and

working daily to try to help them. 

8. I am thankful for Baton Rouge.  

9. I am thankful for living in a place where we can express and share ideas, even

if we disagree with each other.  

10. I am thankful for all the love that I am given and get to give this holiday

season.  

Things we are grateful for:
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T e l l   u s   w h a t    y o u    t h i n k 
  a b o u t   o u r   n e w s l e t t e r !

Follow us on social media!

THE BORGHARDT LAW FIRM

https://twitter.com/borghardtlaw
https://www.instagram.com/borghardtlawfirm/
https://www.facebook.com/BorghardtLawFirm/

